
2021-2022 CFES President’s Report 
 
Overview 
After two years of COVID-induced virtual meetings, those that are able to travel will gather in 
Ottawa on 22-23 April, 2022 for the CFES annual meeting and AGM.  I very much look forward 
to meeting many of you there as we hold a CFES hybrid meeting.   
 
CFES has been working on many initiatives that are each summarised briefly below.  More 
details on these are found in the director and committee reports, and we thank all of those 
involved for their continued dedication to the efforts of CFES. 
 
Board and Membership Changes 
At the 2021 AGM we said farewell to Charlie Jefferson who had spent many years on the board 
as Secretary. Although the position remained unfilled at the time of the AGM, some 
recommendations were made, and in May 2021 Lilian Navarro was recommended to the 
nominations committee to fill the role.  Following a vote by council, Lilian took up the role in 
June 2021 and will hold the position until the AGM in 2024.  
 
Late in 2021, Jen Parks needed to step away from the role of Director of Finance, so brought 
forward a good candidate, Keith Delaney, and mentored him over a four month handover 
period.  In November, 2021 council voted to elect Keith to the role of Director of Finance, and 
Keith has committed to the position until the AGM 2025.  Also late in 2021, Tom Sneddon filled 
the role of External Engagement vacated by Andy Abraham.  Tom comes from a long time 
involvement with APEGA, CSEG and CSPG and will hold the role until 2025.   
 
The board changes are now well balanced for 2-3 per year, and we encourage member 
organisations to bring forward representatives who may suit these roles as they become 
vacant.  See the chart, and start thinking ahead.   

 
 



Council Meetings 
During the year we have held interim council meetings on the 4th November, 2021 and the 
10th February, 2022, that were well attended by member organisations.  

 
 
On the 4th November, 2021, we covered GeoNiagara and MO meetings, presented the ’3 
minute CFES greetings’ presentation that I gave at GeoNiagara, introduced our new directors, 
Keith Delaney & Tom Sneddon, provided a CFES dues update including notice that the dues had 
slipped over prior years and the timing was now as intended in the past. We presented an 
update on the Canada Prize (Award) Foundation and potential options moving forward with a 
commitment to present a solid plan at the 2022 AGM, and worked through the operations plan 
status.  As always, we followed with an open discussion period. 
 
On 10th February, 2022, we covered the call for President Elect nominations, Geologize 
GeoCommunication course, Pan-Canadian Geoscience Strategy, Climate Statement Task Force, 
Canada Prize (Award) Foundation, Operations Plan and discussion led by Geoscientists Canada 
on the promotion of geoscience. The session ended with an open discussion.  
 
Rolling Operations Plan 
During the year, the CFES board and committees have been focused on the Strategic Initiatives 
that stem from the CFES Strategic Objectives.  During the AGM and Council Meeting, these will 
be reviewed and revised, so please come along ready to put forward the sections that are most 
important to your organisation and to geoscience in general.   
 
  



Climate Statement 
The Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences Scientific Statement on Climate Change – Its Impacts 
in Canada, and the Critical Role of Earth Scientists in Mitigation and Adaptation 
Christopher R. Burn, Mark Cooper, Stephen R. Morison, Toon Pronk, John H. Calder 
Published 2021-08-18 by Geoscience Canada in Vol 48, No 2 (2021).  
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/GC/article/view/32258 Open access, pdf available for 
anyone to download. The statement is included in this binder for the record.   
 
The communications team has formed a Climate Statement Task Force led by Courtney Onstad 
that will produce a series of outward facing documents stemming from the formal paper 
published in Geoscience Canada.   
 
Member, Observer and External Organization Interaction  
CIM has requested that they be removed as a member organisation and remain with CFES as an 
observer organisation.   
CFES has had conversations with the Canadian Society of Soil Science (https://csss.ca/) and 
Canadian Geophysical Union (https://cgu-ugc.ca/) regarding potential membership or 
collaboration with CFES.  
 
CGS & IAH-CNC GeoNiagara 2021 
The Canadian Geotechnical Society (CGS) invites the CFES President to attend its annual 
meetings as their guest. In September 2021, I drove to Niagara Falls for the CGS – CNC-IAH 
GeoNiagara meeting.   
After making some comments at the opening ceremony along with a series of slides highlighting 
the work of CFES, I met with Mamadou Fall (prior CGS representative), Imad Alainachi (current 
CGS representative), Ian Moore (CGS President), Doug Vandine (CGS Feature Editor) and others 
from CGS and IAH.  From the meetings came some offers for contributions to the CFES website, 
feedback on awareness of CFES, and a request for an article on CFES for Canadian 
Geotechnique. This is currently in progress in collaboration with Imad.  
In addition to the contacts made at GeoNiagara, I was fortunate to be able to meet with MAC 
representative Andrew Conly, Climate Statement author Chris Burn, and CFES President Elect 
Beth McLarty Halfkenny.  The timing did not work for member organization representatives 
Tessa di Iorio (IAH CNC) or Sandy Archibald (PDAC). 
 
MAC AGM 
26-October-2021 – presented slides.  
 
Geoscientists Canada 
During the past year, CFES has attended BoD and AGM meetings on 4th June, 2021 (RN, OB and 
BMH), and 4th-5th November, 2021 (RN including 5 minute presentation on CFES). 
 
PAGSE 
Mike Hall, CSEG member organization representative, is also the CFES representative to the 
Partnership Group for Science and Engineering (PAGSE).   



 
On 13-May-2021, Dr. Don Lawton presented “On the path to a net-zero carbon economy: 
carbon capture, utilization and storage” online at the PAGSE Bacon & Eggheads monthly 
breakfast meeting.  
https://pagse.org/event/dr-don-lawton-on-the-path-to-a-net-zero-carbon-economy-carbon-
capture-utilization-and-storage-vers-une-economie-neutre-en-carbone-le-captage-lutilisation-
et-le-stockage-du-carbone/  This talk provided a good overview of CCUS, covered many 
Canadian initiatives and answered all questions clearly. It is available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPlk6KgrSx4 
 
AGU Global Geoscience Societies Leadership Committee Meeting 16-Dec-2021 
Key areas of concern for the group, and subsequent task forces formed: 
• support early career and student communities, 
• inclusions and representations in geoscience, 
• advocate for earth science in global and domestic policies, and 
• public engagement and outreach to increase earth science awareness. 
 
American Geosciences Institute (AGI) 2022 Leadership Forum Invitation 9-Mar-2022 
The discussion was focused on geoscience society memberships: why people join, why they 
drop, what attracts the younger geoscientist, what offerings add the most value, and what 
society interaction is most beneficial.  Please see the attached report with more detailed 
comments, along with the presentation material provided by AGI following the meeting.   
 
European Federation of Geologists 
Recently, Beth McLarty Halfkenny and I met with representatives of the European Federation of 
Geologists (EFG), Glen Burridge (Executive Director) and Pavlos Tyrologou (External 
Engagement), to consider common challenges and initiatives.  To that end, we have received a 
draft MOU that will be presented at the AGM.  
 
24th World Congress of Soil Science (Canadian bid for 2030) 
Dr. Richard Heck, Chair of the 24WCSS bid committee, requested a letter of support from CFES, 
leading to an interesting discussion regarding the potential satellite events that could be held 
by our member organisations, and potential involvement in CFES by the Canadian Soil Science 
Society (CSSS).  
 
Communications 
Our communications team has been progressing with the website, social media and outward 
facing documents for the public, led by Courtney Onstad. This year we welcomed Carly Crann 
and Jaida Lamming to the group as key volunteers in the communications team.   
 
Statement on the Russian Federation invasion of Ukraine 
In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, CFES stood alongside the IUGS and other 
geoscience organisations to condemn the invasion. The following statement was added to our 
website:  



The Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences (CFES), as a member of the International Union of 
Geological Sciences (IUGS), supports the IUGS statement condemning the invasion of Ukraine 
by the Russian Federation alongside other scientific organizations.   International Union of 
Geological Sciences (IUGS) statement on the Russian Federation’s invasion of 
Ukraine  https://www.iugs.org/ 
 
Website 
Beth McLarty Halfkenny has been diligently working with external parties to consolidate the 
CFES website domains and information, bringing them up to a standard that can be easily 
managed as we move forward.  In addition to upgrading the current websites, there is a 
significant undertaking to recreate the careers website that you will hear about at the Council 
meeting.    
 
Outreach 
As President of the Canada Geoscience Education Network (CGEN), Amanda McCallum has had 
a busy year.  Please see the Outreach DIrector’s report for all the activity over 2021-2022.  
 
Geoscience Communication 
Following discussion with Council at the 2021 AGM, CFES purchased a site licence for the 
Geologize – Practical Geocommunication course with the added Geoscience in Schools 
module.  This provided access to 10 students from every Canadian university, as well as spaces 
for member organisations and other organisations with geoscience focus, so that organisations 
could audit the course and benefit from access.  Subsequently, Geoscientists Canada has 
purchased a 2 year site licence providing access to professional members across the country 
and we consequently look forward to an increased level of geoscience communication within 
Canada.   
 
Canada Prize 
The CFES President has a seat on the board of both the Canada Prize Foundation and the 
Canada Prize Awards Foundation. Following the AGM for these foundations in 2021 it was 
apparent that the current boards were looking for a way to pass on the initiative for others to 
progress. Consequently, since that time, Ollie Bonham and I have been working with 
representatives from the Canada Prize Foundation, Michael Dence and Ian Thomson, to 
facilitate a way forward for the Canada Prize initiative. An update and proposal will be 
presented by Ollie and Michael at the 2022 AGM and Council meeting, with supporting 
documents found within the distributed material.  Please review these documents with a view 
to voting on a way forward.   
 
Canada Geological Foundation Grants Committee 
The CFES President is a member of this committee and contributes each year by reviewing 
grant applications, attending a grant meeting to determine awardees as well as the AGM as the 
CFES representative. Although I was able to review all the grant applications, Beth McLarty 
Halfkenny attended the meeting as CFES representative.  
 



Request from the Governor General’s Office  
In March 2022, we received a request from the Governor General’s office regarding the 
nomination of a noted geoscientist for the Order of Canada recognition.  “The Order recognizes 
individuals who have made a difference to Canada through their sustained contributions in 
every field of endeavour. It is the centrepiece of Canada’s honours system and acknowledges a 
lifetime of outstanding achievement, dedication to the community and service to the nation.” 
Although the details are presently confidential we are proud to have been able to support this 
nomination with a CFES letter confirming their achievements.   
 
Special Projects 
Linda Ham presented an update on the PanCanadian Geoscience Strategy at the CFES Council 
Update in February, 2022. https://www.geologicalsurveys.ca/pan-canadian-geoscience-strategy 
 
External Engagement  
We welcomed Tom Sneddon in late 2021 and I encourage you to read his report, and to come 
forward with ideas for external engagement, letting us know where your organisation will 
benefit most.   
 
Potential Bid for IGC 2028 
One of the most pressing discussions to have at the AGM will be the consideration of a bid for 
the 2028 International Geological Congress (IGC2028) due to the removal of Russia as a host 
country.  Katherine Boggs, CFES International Director, and Daniel Lebel, GSC, have collaborated 
to provide a comprehensive outline. Canada is well positioned to submit a bid in the short time 
frame given the bid package material available from the unsuccessful IGC2020. This is an 
opportunity to showcase Canada as a geoscience leader, but also comes with 
challenges.  Please see the attached documents that will form the basis for the Council meeting 
discussion.  
 
Finances 
We have faced some challenges with the early departure of our Finance Director. Keith Delaney 
has taken on the role and is making some notable changes that will keep us on track. That said, 
during the handover some items slipped.  The most notable is that at the time of the 2022 AGM 
we will be discussing the financial statements prior to the year-end review. The reviewers, 
Clarke, Starke & Diegel, currently have the documents in hand but are unable to complete the 
review prior to the AGM.  The audited documents will be circulated to member organisations 
for a vote to approve promptly on receipt by the board.   
Dues letters were back on track in 2022 being issued in 2021-Q3 for the 2021-2022 fiscal 
year.  The timing had slipped over prior years, so the commitment is to ensure that dues letters 
for 2022-2023 will be issued in Q3 2022.  Should dues not be paid by the end of the fiscal year 
then a member organization drops to observer status.    
We are in a good financial state, and Keith has brought forward some suggestions such as 
investment of significant funds that are presently sitting idle.  Please see the full financial report 
for more details.   
 



Forward Looking 
CFES operates on 100% volunteer time and we are grateful for the effort put forward by the 
current board, the member and observer organization representatives, the dedicated 
geoscientists on committees, task forces and acting as representatives to external groups and 
the volunteers taking on dedicated tasks. There is a lot to be done - and it is so worthwhile.  
 
There is considerable discussion regarding promotion of the profession, advocacy for 
geoscience, and highlighting of the role of geoscience in the energy sectors, whether it is 
finding and development of critical minerals and hydrocarbons, or site surveys for energy 
transition technologies. Membership decline is hitting most of our member organisations so 
collaboration between our own member organisations as well as with international umbrella 
organisations may provide an efficient route to solving some challenges, or an opportunity to 
consolidate working groups or offerings.  Communication and education are recognised by the 
board and geoscience societies as being key to future health and growth of geoscience, so let’s 
all work together to best promote geoscience at all levels.   
 
CFES is what we make of it. As Beth McLarty Halfkenny takes on the leadership of CFES, I look 
forward to this group continuing to grow and push forward with the initiatives that are 
important to our membership.    
 
Rachel Newrick PhD, P.Geoph., P.Geol.  
CFES President  
April 2021-2022  
 

 
 


